
How Big Are Classes 5, 6 and 7? 

Class 4 was making graphs. Ben, Ali, Katie and Charlene decided to make 

graphs of the sizes of the seven classes in the school. 

They went to the office to collect the numbers of children in all the other 

classes. Ben and Ali wrote down the numbers for Classes 1, 2 and 3. Katie 
and Charlene wrote down the numbers for Classes 5, 6 and 7. Of course 

they all knew the number of children in Class 4. 

Ben and Ali drew a bar chart. It looked like this: 

 

  

Katie and Charlene decided to make theirs differently. They drew this 

graph: 

 

 



Miss Brown came along to look at their work. 

"It's an interesting graph," she said, "but it's difficult to tell how many 
children are in each class. Please can you make a scale on it so we can all 

read it?" 

Katie and Charlene did what they were told. 

How many children were there altogether in Classes 5, 6 and 7? 

Please note: there is more than one possible solution! 

To get started: You can work out the number that each pin-man 

stands for from the two graphs for Class 4.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

One solution: Using the bar graph for class 4 gives 36 pupils but this 

allows several possible answers: 

5×4+4×4=36 but so does 

6×4+3×4, 

7×4+2×4, 

8×4+1×4. 

All these are the same as 9×4. We know big plus small must equal 9 but 

not the split from the info given. Maybe if Katie and Charlene had done 

classes 1 to 3 as well we would have been able to work it out. 

 
 

Another possible solution:  

By looking at the amount of pupils in class 4 on the bar graph, you can 

tell that the big people on the graph equal 6 and the little people 

equal 3 people, so therefore there are 42 people in class 7, 39 people in 

class 6 and 30 people in class 5 which equals 111 pupils. 
 

Another Solution:  

Big people = 7 

Small people = 2 

Year 5 = 35 Year 6 = 38 Year 7 = 40 

Total = 113 

 
 

And another possible solution:  

... for each big figure it was 8 and for each small one it was 1. Then it 

was a simple solution of adding up all of years 5,6 and 7. The total 

answer was 115. 

 

What do you think? You need to explain how you have got your answer!  

 


