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Admissions Policy for admission in school year 2023 to 2024 
The School: 
‘Let love and kindness be the motivation behind all that you do’ (1 Corinthians 16:14) 

 
o We value and respect every member of our school community as a unique child of God.  
o Each child is nurtured, supported and challenged to reach their full potential. 
o Our values of kindness, trust and perseverance underpin our skills based curriculum through 

rich and varied enquiry led experiences. 
 
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not easily angered. It keeps no record of wrongs, but rejoices with the truth. It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails”. (1 
Corinthians 13:4-8) 
 
The Governors consider the overtly Christian ethos of the School to be important and relevant 
to all areas of the curriculum.  Daily Christian worship for the whole School is an essential 
element in the timetable. Although jointly aided by the Church of England and the Methodist 
Church, teaching and worship are non-denominational and children from all backgrounds are 
welcome. Parents have the right to withdraw children from Religious Education lessons and 
Collective Worship. 

 

Published Admission Number: 
The Local Education Authority has determined that the Published Admission Number for the 
School is 30. The school welcomes applications from parents of pupils with special 
educational needs. A pupil with an Education, Health and Care plan (EHC) which specifies the 
school will be given automatic priority for admission. 

 

Admission Timetable and Process: 
Applications can be made to the Local Authority on-line or by telephone. Notification of a 
school place will be made by email on national offer day or posted out second class. The 
statutory date for notification of offers of places is 16th April for Reception 
 
All children have the right to start full time education in the September of the year in which 
their fifth birthday falls. All children can have their start delayed until the term after their fifth 
birthday (statutory age) but they must start no later than the beginning of the summer term. 
Parents have the right to send their child to school part-time until they reach statutory school 
age. Parents should discuss this with the head teacher before the start of the school year and 
this arrangement will be kept under regular review. 
Derbyshire County Council admissions arrangements and timetables can be viewed at 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions. 
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Education out of normal (chronological) age group: 
Children are normally educated in school with others of their age group.  However, in some 
circumstances, Summer born children may delay starting school until the September after 
their fifth birthday. Decisions will be made on the basis of the circumstances of each case. 
 
Parents need to apply for a place in the normal year group at the normal time. Requests for 
admission out of normal year group the following September should then be made to the 
school. Parents/carers must state clearly why they feel admission to a different year group is 
in the child's best interests and may provide recent professional evidence to support this. 

 
If the request is agreed, parents can then withdraw their application and submit a new application 
for a place in reception the following year in the normal admissions round. If instead, parents apply 
for a place in Y1 (the normal age group), this application would be treated as an in-year 
application. An  agreement to accept an application for a place out of normal age group does not 
guarantee a place. Parents do not have the right of appeal against the refusal of governors to 
admit out of normal age group. 
 
Admission Criteria: 
A pupil with an Education, Health and Care plan (EHC) which specifies the school will be given 
automatic priority for admission. 
 
In the event that applications received by the governors exceed the number of places available, 
preferences for admission will be determined using the following criteria: 
 

1. Children who are in public care (looked after children) or those who were previously looked 
after, including those who appear (to the admissions authority) to have been in state care 
outside England, but have ceased to be so because they were adopted or became subject 
to a child arrangement order or special guardianship order.  
By children previously in state care outside of England, we mean children who have been 
looked after outside of England by a public authority, a religious organisation or another 
provider of care whose sole purpose is to benefit society. The care may have been 
provided in orphanages or other settings. Where Governors are unsure about the validity of 
the application advice will be sought from the Local Authority’s “Virtual School Head” 

 

2. Siblings, including half brothers and sisters, step brothers or sisters or adopted/foster 
brothers and sisters of pupils already in the school and living at the same address at the 
time of the proposed admission. 
 

3. Church attendance criteria removed. (If approved, this statement will be removed from the 
final policy, and there will be just four criteria.) 
 

4. Residence in the ecclesiastical parish of Dronfield with Holmesfield, the normal catchment 
area of the school. A map of the ecclesiastical parish is available in school. 

 

5. Other children whose parents have requested a place. 
 

Should the number of applicants of equal merit exceed the remaining places available, the 
shortest distance from home to school will be used as the final determinant. Distance will be 
measured as a straight line from the front door of the child's home address (including flats) to 
the centre of school. The current Local Authority system for measuring this will always be 
used. 

 

 
 
 



 
Applications for twins/multiple Births: 
Where a place is offered to a child from a twin or multiple birth the Governors will normally offer 
places to both twins, triplets, etc. even if this means exceeding the Published Admission Number. 
 
Late Applications: 
A place cannot be guaranteed for any child whose parents apply after the closing date. 
This includes a child who moves into a school's normal area after that date. In situations 
where late applications are received and the school's admission number has been 
reached, but subsequently a place becomes available - if choices need to be made 
between normal area applications, those children living nearest to the school (measured 
by the nearest available route) will be given preference. 

 

Appeals: 
All parents who have been refused a place for their child will be notified of procedures for their 
right of appeal. The names of children not offered a place will be entered on a waiting list in 
order of priority ranked by the admissions criteria. The waiting list will be maintained by 
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) until the date specified on the DCC website, usually 
towards the end of December following the September admission. If a place becomes 
available it will be offered to the first pupil on the waiting list. 
 
In-Year Admissions: 
If you are moving to Derbyshire or want your child to move schools other than at the normal 
admission/transfer time, you will need to apply for an in-year admission. All in year admissions 
are managed by the Local Authority. You can apply by telephone 01629 537499, email 
admissions@derbyshire.gov.uk 

 
Fair Access Protocols: 
Local Authorities are required to have Fair Access Protocols in order to make sure that 
unplaced children, especially the most vulnerable, are offered a place at a suitable 
school as quickly as possible. This includes admitting children above the published 
admissions number to schools that are already full and admitting children to be educated 
out of the normal year group. 
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